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Bee Package Installation

Tools
Hive
Hive tool
Spray bottle with sugar syrup
Feeder & syrup
Pollen patty

Mini marshmallows




Bee Package Installation

Weather Conditions
* Not raining or to cold (above 50)

Time
« Fit within your schedule as quickly after delivery
as practical

e [ate afternoon idea time




Bee Package Installation

Common Process
Shake the package to drop the bees to the bottom
Lightly mist the bees with syrup
Remove the syrup and the queen cage
Cover the exposed hole
Check the queen cage for candy plug
Install the queen
Install the bees *
Set up the feeding system
Close the hive




Bee Package Installation

e Four Installation Methods
— Indirect Outside
— Indirect Inside
— Direct Outside
— Direct Inside




Indirect Outside Method

Install Queen in the hive
Add a small number of bees to hive
Place “bee package” in front of hive

Bees will migrate into the hive from the
package.




Indirect Outside Method

Pro’s con’s
 Excellent chance the < Potential for drifting
gueen is accepted  May take more time
 Bees will not leave than other methods
nive If queen is caged . In urban area may
 Dead bees remain in cause concern with
nox and not in hive neighbors




Indirect Inside Method

Install Queen in the hive
Add a small number of bees to hive
Place “bee package” in hive body

Bees will migrate into the hive from the
package.




Indirect Inside Method

Pro’'s
Less traumatic for
bees

Excellent chance the
gueen Is accepted

Easiest way for
neginners

Dead bees remain In
noxX and not in hive

con’s
May take more time
than other methods

Extra visits to hive to
remove the box.

Find queen before
removing

Bees may build _.......
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comb in box & p&™
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Direct Outside Method

Install Queen in the hive
Add a small number of bees to hive

Shake bees from package on ground in
front of the hive

Bees will migrate into the hive from the
package




Direct Outside Method

Pro’s con’s
 Hive frames are all « Potential for drifting
Installed e Bees may not fly well
 Dead bees remain If previously sprayed
outside the hive with syrup

e |n urban area may
cause concern with
neighbors




Direct Inside Method

e |Install Queen In the hive
 Shake Bees into the hive body




Direct Inside Method

Pro’s
Excellent chance the
gueen Is accepted

Bees will not leave
hive If queen Is caged
Easiest and fastest
method

L ess invasive after
Installation

con’s

e Potential for Drifting
 Bees can be killed

when frames are
replaced

Dead bees are
shaken into the hive
causing extra work for
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Bee Package Installation

What Next

Leave them alone (if possible)

Observe from the outside

— Undertakers removing dead bees
— Incoming and outgoing foragers
— Orientation flights

After 1 week check for the queen release
After 2 weeks inspect the hive for brood
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